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ABSTRACT:  

One potential source of wind energy that can be used to power highway lighting and 

telecommunication signalling is the turbulent airflow caused by vehicles moving along highways. To 

actualize this, a precise evaluation of wind speeds attributes is necessary in assessing the potential of 

wind energy. In this paper, we report on the wind potential along Embu-Nairobi highway at Juja by 

measuring the wind speed close to the highway. The wind speed data of the site at 1 m height was 

collected using Young wind sentry anemometer and vane, model 03002V and analysed on hourly time 

series data using Minitab Statistical Software. The Weibull distribution model gave a good fit for the 

recorded induced wind speed data. The model was then used to evaluate the Weibull distribution 

parameters, which were found to be k=3.0883 and c=4.689 m/s. The parameters were used to assess 

the wind power density along the highway, which was found to be 50.4 W/m2  where maximum 

extractable power is 29.8 W/m2.     
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I. Introduction 
Renewable energy is a rapidly growing field that involves the production of energy from sources that 

are replenished naturally and sustainably over time. Unlike fossil fuels, which are finite and contribute to 

climate change and the ongoing climate crisis, renewable energy sources like solar, wind, hydropower, 

geothermal, and biomass can provide clean, low-carbon energy that has minimal environmental impact [1].  

Research done on wind potential in Kenya has shown that it has a good potential for wind energy, with 

some areas of the country experiencing strong and consistent winds[2]–[4]. It has a growing wind energy sector, 

with several wind farms currently in operation and more being developed. According to the Kenyan Ministry of 

Energy, wind energy currently accounts for about 7% of the country's total installed power generation capacity. 

The largest wind farm in Kenya is the Lake Turkana Wind Power project, which has a capacity of 310 MW and 

is located in Marsabit County [5]. Other notable wind farms in Kenya include the Kipeto Wind Power project 

(100 MW) in Kajiado County and the Ngong Wind Farm (25.5 MW) in Kajiado County. 

There have been several studies on the potential for wind energy production along highways. These 

studies have typically focused on evaluating the wind resources at specific locations, analyzing the performance 

of wind turbines at those locations, and developing plans for implementing wind energy production. 

One example of a study on wind energy assessment along highways is a project conducted in the 

United States by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The FHWA conducted a wind resource 

assessment along selected stretches of interstate highway in several states, using wind monitoring towers and 

computer modeling to assess the potential for wind energy production[6]. The results of the study showed that 

there was significant potential for wind energy production along these highways, and the FHWA is now 

working to identify the most appropriate locations for wind turbines and develop plans for implementing wind 

energy production.  

A study conducted on feasibility of highway energy harvesting using a vertical axis wind turbine along 

King Fahad Bin Abdul Aziz highway in Kuwait revealed that there is high potential along the highways. The 

average wind speed recorded was 4.4 m/s and the turbine designed extracted 48W with a 34.6% power 

coefficient [7] . 
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To assess the wind resource potential of a specific site, it is necessary to gather data on the wind speeds 

and patterns 3at that location. This can be done through the use of wind measurement towers, which are 

equipped with sensors to measure wind speed and direction at various heights above the ground. Once data has 

been collected on the wind resource potential of a site, the next step is to analyze the data in order to determine 

the feasibility of a wind energy project. 

The Weibull distribution is a statistical distribution that is often used to model wind speeds and other 

meteorological data. It is characterized by two parameters: shape and scale. The shape parameter determines the 

distribution's overall shape and can be used to describe the skewness of the data [8]. The scale parameter 

determines the location of the distribution on the x-axis and is often used to describe the average wind speed or 

other characteristics of the data. It has a number of properties that make it useful for modelling wind speeds. It 

can be used to describe the frequency and intensity of wind gusts, as well as the distribution of wind speeds over 

different time periods. It is also often used in wind energy studies to estimate the power output of wind turbines 

and the economic feasibility of wind energy projects. 

The two parameter Weibull probability distribution function and the cumulative function are given as 
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where v denotes the wind speed, k a dimensionless parameter and c has same dimension as that of v [9].  

When 𝑘 = 2, the Weibull distribution function turns into Rayleigh distribution function. Equations 3 and 4 

describe the mean wind speed and power density respectively.  

𝑉𝑚 = 𝑐Γ (1 +
1

𝑘
)…………………………………………………………………………………3 

𝑃𝑣 =
1

2
𝜌𝑣3……………………………………………………………………………………….4 

Where 𝜌 is the air density which is a function of temperature and pressure that are specific to a site. [8] 

Air density is one of the factors affecting power density of a given site. The density of dry air is calculated using 

equation 5: 

𝜌 =
𝑝

𝑅𝑠𝑝𝑒𝑐𝑖𝑓𝑖𝑐𝑇
……………………………………………………………………………….……5 

Where p is the absolute atmospheric pressure in Pa,𝑅𝑠𝑝𝑒𝑐𝑖𝑓𝑖𝑐 is the specific gas constant for dry air in J/kg , and 

T is the absolute temperature in Kelvin.   

 

Weibull fit 

 

Weibull parameters can be obtained using several numerical methods such as the maximum likelihood method 

(MLE), and standard deviation method [10]. MLE is the most commonly used method where the values of k and 

c can be evaluated using Newton Raphson Method, the Iterative method, or the modified iterative method [10]–

[12].  

Equations 6 and 7 are a simplification by Justus [13] and can be used to evaluate the c and k.  
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Where 𝑉𝑚 is the mean wind speed and 𝜎𝑣 is the standard deviation. 

The wind power density can then evaluated using the Weibull scale and shape parameters obtained above using 

any of the method above using equation 8: 
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Many research studies have used the Weibull distribution to model wind speeds and other meteorological data. 

These studies have often focused on understanding the characteristics of wind patterns in different locations, 

assessing the potential of wind energy as a source of power, and developing wind energy prediction models. 

However, there is inadequate data in Kenya to characterize the highway wind regime making it hard to 

determine the wind potential and power density. Embu-Nairobi highway is a very active highway with a high 

volume of traffic using during the day as well as night. Vehicles move at different speeds depending on their 

body shape and size. The wind speed induced by these vehicles is proportional to the size of the vehicle [14]. 

This paper determines the shape and scale parameters of the Weibull distribution to estimate the wind power 

density and power that can be extracted along Embu-Nairobi highway.  
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II. Material And Methods 
The wind data used for this study was collected along the Embu-Nairobi highway at Juja using Young 

wind sentry anemometer and vane, model 03002V that was mounted along the highway. Temperature data was 

collected using DS18B20 while pressure data was collected using BMP180. MCP30008 was used as an analog 

to digital converter to convert the analog signal from the anemometer to a digital signal. The sensors were 

placed at 1 meter height which had highest amount of vehicle induced turbulence [4]. The electrical circuit 

showing how these components were connected to raspberry pi 4 is shown in figure 1. The sensor collected and 

recorded the data at a 2 minutes interval. The data collected was then analyzed using the Weibull distribution to 

estimate the Weibull shape and scale parameters.  

 
Figure 1: Electrical circuit configuration 

III. Result and Discussion 
Figure 2 shows that the lowest wind speed was recorded between 6-7 am. 

 

 
Figure 2: Hourly average profile 
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This is expected because during that time of the day, there are not many vehicles using the highway. As 

the day goes by, it is evident that the wind speed increases as the number of vehicles increases. The highest 

wind speed is recorded between 4-5 pm at an average value of 5.27 m/s. This is also expected as during that 

time, the highway has a lot of vehicles. Thermal road induced turbulence resulting from the temperature 

difference between road surface and the environment also played a critical role in the high wind speed recorded 

between 4-5 pm. There is an increased ambient air temperature just above the road surface between 1 to 2 

meters due to the high specific heat capacity of the road surface, typically 900 𝐽/𝑘𝑔𝐾12].  

Temperature variations with time of day is as shown in Figure 3.  

 

 
Figure Error! No text of specified style in document.3: Hourly average temperature variation 

The average wind speed increases with an increase in temperature as the day goes by from 6am to 7 

pm. During the day, the sun’s radiation hits the earth, and some is absorbed while some is reflected back. Air at 

1 m is heated through convention and radiation. The incoming sun radiation brings more energy than the earth is 

losing, hence, the air temperature at 1 m continues to rise up until 3 pm. At this time, then incoming solar 

radiation balances the outgoing infrared radiation from earth’s surface and thus maximum temperature was 

attained. The incoming solar radiation remained the same which resulted in a constant temperature up until 6 

pm. Past that, the incoming solar radiation was less than the outgoing radiation through convection, which 

resulted in a decrease in temperature.  

Figure 4 shows there is an increase in wind speed as temperature increases. 
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Figure 4: Wind speed variation with temperature 

A rise in temperature increases the kinetic energy of air molecules causing them to move faster and 

eventually occupying a larger space. This increase in volume reduces the density of air at that point resulting in 

a corresponding decrease in pressure. Figure 5 shows the variation in pressure with time of day. Warm air 

moves upwards leaving a low-pressure region behind. Cold air is then forced to move into the low-pressure belt 

to replace the warm air. This air movement increases with an increase in temperature thus increasing the overall 

wind speed in the region.  

 

 
Figure 5: Average hourly variation in pressure 

The data was collected in March 2022. March is the hottest month in Juja with a daily average record high and 

low of 32.01℃ and 12.0℃ recorded [16]. The  month of March has relatively low wind speeds with mean wind 

speeds of 2.81 m/s at 10 m and 3.36 m/s at 13 m height with a wind shear exponent of 0.16 [4]. Thus, the 

expected wind speed at 1 meter height at the highway where the data for this study was collected is 

𝑉

2.81
= (

1

10
)

0.16
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𝑉

2.81
= 0.6918 

𝑉 = 1.944 m/s 

However, the average induced wind speed at this site was 4.1885 m/s. This means that the highway experiences 

more wind and turbulence than the normal environment in Juja. This can be attributed to the presence of 

vehicles moving along the highway contributing to vehicle induced turbulence and temperature variation of the 

boundary layer and the ambient air.  

 

Turbulence intensity  

Turbulence intensity (TI) is a measure of how much wind speed varies relative to its average value. It's 

calculated by taking the ratio of the standard deviation of wind velocity fluctuations to the mean wind speed. 

The TI along the highway for the period of that the data was collected is 

𝑇𝐼 =
1.503

4.1885
× 100% = 35.88% 

 

Turbulence at 1 m height from the earth’s surface in the planetary boundary layer is caused by a variety 

of factors, including surface heating, surface roughness, and atmospheric instability. As the sun heats the Earth's 

surface, the air near the surface warms up and rises, creating an upward current of warm air. This warm air 

mixes with cooler air from higher altitudes, creating turbulence and causing the air to move in a chaotic manner. 

The turbulence at this point along the higher is further increased by movements in vehicles through the creation 

of wake vortices, which disturb the airflow and affect other vehicles and objects in their path [17]. The value 

obtained is elevated due to the high traffic volume experience on this highway.  

While HAWTs have been the primary wind energy technology used, VAWTs may have an advantage over 

HAWTs in urban environments and especially along highways. VAWTs have the ability to work effectively in 

turbulent and non-traditional wind conditions and produce energy at lower speeds, which can be particularly 

useful in urban areas [18].  

 

Weibull fit 

The wind speed data was used to determine the Weibull shape and scale parameters and the wind power density 

were determined using standard deviation method and MLM.Minitab was used to determine the Weibull 

parameters as well as the probability density function for the wind data. Using the standard deviation method, 

the value of k can be evaluated as: 

𝑘 = (
1.4787

4.1885
)

−1.086

= 3.0883 

𝑐 = 4.1885 (0.568 +
0.433

3.0435
)

1

3.0883

= 4.6835 𝑚/𝑠 

The Weibull shape and scale parameters from MLM are 3.045 and 4.689 m/s. Table 1 shows a comparison of 

the estimated parameters using the two methods. 

 
Table 1: Weibull parameters 

Method c(m/s) k 

Standard deviation 4.6835 3.0883 

MLM 4.689 3.045 

 

The Weibull scale parameters estimated is almost equal while the shape parameter differs with a small 

range which validates the model used in this study. The shape parameter describes wind behavior based on its 

value; the wind speed is very low when the k value is small. On the other hand, the high value of k shows that 

the site has an equal number of high and low wind speeds.  

 

Frequency distribution  

The generated frequency distribution function is indicated in Figure 5. The plot shows the frequency against 

wind speeds. The graph shows how many instances there were for each wind speed.  
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Figure 6: Frequency distribution graph with Weibull fit 

The lowest wind speed recorded was 0.817 m/s, while the highest speed recorded was 9.39 m/s. These 

data values are in agreement with field measurements where wind speeds fluctuated between 1.4 m/s and 9.8 

m/s [19] The mean wind speed, 𝜇, was found to be 4.1885 m/s, and the standard deviation was found to be 

1.4787. The mean wind speed recorded on the highway is less than the maximum wind speed of 4.5 m/s  

recorded at a road shoulder [20]. This is due decreased vortices behind and at the side of vehicles moving along 

the highway at 1.5m where the data collection senors were positioned.The The area under the Weibull fit curve 

in Figure 4 is equal to 1 since the probability of wind blowing at any speed including zero must be 100 percent. 

It can be seen the graph has a positive skewness implying that the probability of wind blowing with a wind 

speed below median is high. The modal wind speed is 4.27 m/s, which is greater than the mean wind speed 

recorded. The curve also picks at this modal speed meaning that these are the most probable wind speed along 

the highway.   

Figure 7 shows the cumulative frequency curve which is essential in analyzing the percentage wind 

speed distribution at any site. The curve represents the probability that the wind speed is greater, equal to, or 

smaller than a given wind speed. It can be seen that more than 20% of the wind speed recorded at the highway is 

greater than 3 m/s.  
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Figure 7: Weibull cumulative frequency curve 

The mean wind power density obtained due to the vehicle-induced wind speed using Weibull 𝑘 =
3.0883 and 𝑐 = 4.689 m/s and an average air density of 098967 kg/m3 is 50.4 W/m2. This power is 1.39 times 

higher than the power that would be recorded if the wind was blowing at a constant speed of 4.1883 m/s. This is 

because the wind power density takes into account the contribution from every wind speed with which the wind 

blows in every fluctuation. Taking Beltz limit into consideration that maximum power extractable from wind by 

a wind turbine is 59.3% of the theoretical power limit, then, for the highway, we can extract 29.8 W/m2 of 

induced wind energy. The estimated wind speed at 10 meters height is 6.05m/s and thus the wind power density 

at this height is 109.39 W/m2 which lies in the wind power density class 3 [21] 

 

Recommended wind turbine 

The highway has low wind speed and will require a turbine with a low cut-in speed. The recommended VAWT 

design of ETV 2.0 has characteristics indicated in table 2 (Vertical Axis Wind Turbine, n.d.).  

 

 
Table 2: Recommended turbine specifications 

Cut in speed Cut out 

speed 

Rated power Rated 

wind 

speed 

Survive 

wind speed 

Blade length Rotor 

diameter 

Swept area Number of 

blades 

1 m/s 25 m/s 200 W 10 m/s 50 m/s 1.28 m 0.78 m 0.9 m2 3 

 

This turbine can generate and feed power to stand alone systems. This turbine can harness both low 

wind speeds induced by vehicles as well as gusts of up to 25 m/s. It can be observed from Figure 1 the wind 

speed is above the cut-in wind speed throughout the day; thus, the turbine will be generating power throughout 

the day. This power can be used in street lighting, and it can also feed a considerably good amount of power to 

the national grid.  

 

IV. Conclusion 

The following conclusions were made from the induced wind speed data collected along the Embu-Nairobi 

highway: 

1. The average air density during the day was 0.9896 kg/m3, which is attributed to the thermal heating of 

the highway by the sun.   
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2. The Weibull shape parameter 𝑘 was found to be 3.0883 while the scale parameter 𝑐 was found to be 

4.689 m/s with a mean wind speed of 4.1883 m/s which shows that the highway is windier than 

surrounding environment which iscontributed by vehicles induced turbulence for harnessing by a 

VAWT.  

3. The mean power density for the highway was 50.4 W/m2 where maximum extractable power from the 

highway was 29.8 W/m2. 
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