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Abstract: It is obvious that each kind of writing is done based on its interest or it’s importance. So based on my 

interest I chose and have researched the puzzle in verses of Khushal Khan Khattak.No work hasbeen done 

regarding to puzzlesin poems of Khushal Khan Khattak, so it is important that it be researched and analyzed. 

This article is focused on Khushal Khan Khattak’s puzzle and kinds of puzzles. My objective was to 

researchthe puzzlesinKhushal Khan Khattakpoems. My question was that “Are there puzzles in Khushal 
Khan Khattak’spoems or not?”The method that I have used is a discussion and analysis qualitative research. 

The findings are something that others haven’t mentioned about it yet.I have found that there are many puzzles 

and secrets in Khushal Khan Khattak’s poems. In addition, writing of this article empoweredmy analysis and 

showedme howthe puzzlesused beautifully in poems.  

Key words: based onAbjad accounting, Khushal Khan Khattak’spuzzlesanalysis, the form of change and heart 

puzzles, the Puzzle as change and diacritical form,- Puzzle as heart and scrap  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

Date of Submission: 09-10-2019                                                                            Date of acceptance: 25-10-2019 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

I. Puzzlesin Khushal Khan Khattak’spoems 
The lexical meaning is hide and cover.  It means, those kind of writing that the meaning is hide and not 

beobvious. It is also used for deceives.  

It is a literary work that the poet uses a name, date or other kind of purpose as a secret in his writing (3:40) as in 

the following verse: 

 معما مې ده داسم دوه سمکه
 د دوه سمکو سر کړه واعلم (خا)

  (۱۰ :۵۱) 
In Arabic the fish is called)Sma سوک)  and )Nun ) ًْى  . In this part “Hinan has two letters of “ Nun ”دٌاى   ”ًْى 

whichhalves “Ha دا ”as (Haiح). Break in the middleor separate the letters“Nunى  and wow ّ”and add“Hai ح ”at 

the beginning of the first “Nun” and then “Alifالف”after the “Nun ى”whichmakesthe Noun of “Hinan دٌاى”. As in 

the following couplet 

 
 چې یې ملا په عبادت لکه دال خم وه

 د سکوت مهر په خوله زمری ددین ولاړ
(۲ :۱۹) 

 
In the above couplet if the “alif or الف” is separated from the letter “Daalدال” just “Del دل”remaines. The word 

“Meherهِر  ”addedto it and “Meherdelهِردل ” is formed that the purpose is the name of “Meherdel Khan 

Mashriqi هِر دل ساى هشرقی  ”. 

 

Kinds of puzzles: 

Jomal account: “ Jomalجول”  in lexical means account or the count of letters. In literary it means that the 

poet brings the name or other purpose as a secret in the “Abjad” accounts.  This form of ( Jomalaccount) is 

named as puzzle.    

As: 

 

 معما مې ده اوه سوه داسم
  ورله لام لاړدوه وارهلاهم کم دی که 

(۵ :۸) 
 
 

The above puzzle is in the Diwan Ali khan page 32. But there is a mistake that is the poet trieddoesn‟t bring the 

letters with dots in his poems. In fact inthe second half verse, instead of the ( dwawara دٍّ ّار ) (yow war یْ ّار   
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) is counted as the solution of the puzzle. The solution of the above puzzle is in the followingalphabet; every 

letter has its own number and then the numbers calculateto make the purpose of the poet.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note: If we think about the half part of the second verse of the couplet, 

(که دوه واره ورله لام لاړ ) it can be concluded that two times „letter lam  ل” becomes 60 and if it addedto 700 it 

becomes 760 which still need another number to become 761.  

 
  یې نمک اخیستی نه وينیم لبڅو چې 

  نمکي اسم پرې حرام شهیونسد 
(۹ :۱۲۹) 

 
The solution is like this 

 
 

  If the name (Yonous) counted in (Abjadابجد) it will be as the following.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Or in the followingcoupletyonouskhybari‟s name  

  کې یونسهقولثلث لام چې لرې که په 
 ستا نامه به وي باري هله له معما

70= ع   

30= ل   

10= ی   

600= ر   

1= الف   

50= ى   

  761= علي ساى 

علي ساى= 761= 30+731=ل+31+700  

 

10= ی   

 ّ =6  

50= ى   

60= س   

126= یًْس   
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(۴ :۲۱۹) 

 
In the above couplet “Younous” name has come as a puzzle. 

The letters of the word “qaulقْل  ” make 136 based on the Abjadnumber 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Based on the Abjadcount just the letter of “lamل” is 30. The third part of 30 is 10. Ifit mines from 136 then 126 

will remains. Then the name of younous based on the Abjad count is 126. 

 Or the above puzzle in the following form.  

 چې د قول لام دریمه حصه کم شي
 باقي قول د یونس په نام ګواه

(۹ :۴۸) 
Khushal  BaBa explains the writing  dates of )DastarNama( in this way. 

 
 دا کتاب چې په پښتو خوشحال انشأ کړ

 پخوا نه دی انشأ کړی پښتانه
 که تاریخ یې د انشأ له مانه ؼواړې

 وایم دا بس دی محنت د بېلتانه
(۷ :۲۹۲) 

 
 

If last part of the above couplet (ًَبس دی هذٌت د بیلتا) counted in Abjad then the writing date of )DastarNama( will 

appears which is  (1076 Hegira lunar ). In 1076 of lunar year Khoshal Khan had written  DastarNama. Based on 

the Abjad count, the following alphabet letters of the couplet has received the numbers to make the writing date 

of  DastarNama. 

 
 2= ب 
 60= س 

 4= د 
 10= ی 

 40= م 

 8= ح 
 50= ن 

 400= ت 

 4= د 
 2= ب 
 10= ی 

 30= ل 

 400= ت 

 1= الؾ 
 50=ن 

 5= ه 
1076 

 :یا په دا ډول
 که تاریخ یې له ما ؼواړې راشئ واوئ

 که یې وګورې یو ګنج د پښتنو دی
 شکر دا چې دا نامه مې تر لمر وړاندې په انجام شوه

 پَ لاًدې ډّل

100= ق   

 ّ =6  

30= ل   

136 
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 دانایان په دا پوهېږي چې دنیا سرای دلښووي
(۴ :۲۲۱) 

 
In the above poem,the writing date of the (TarikhMorasain ilimkhana Danish) has brought in form of puzzle in 

the following letters.   

20= ک   

5= ه   

10= ی   

6= و   

20=ک   

6= و   

200= ر   

10= ی   

10= ی   

6= و   

20= ک   

50= ن   

3= ج   

4= د   

2= ب   

300= ش   

400= ت   

50= ن   

6= و   

4= د   

10= ی   

1136 
 

The history of Marsi is the work of Afzal khan Khatak.it‟swriting began in the 1120  or 1123 of solar year and it 

is completed in 1136 of the solar year.  

The other example: 

 
 یو ایلچي راؼی له هنده برادره
 ورسره عجیب حیوان و دلاوره

 عجیبه قادر جوړ کړی په حکمت و
 لس یې خولې دېرش یې پښې اتیا یې سره

(۴ :۲۲۲) 
In the above poem the name of elephant has brought based on the Abjad count as in the following   

 
 =فیل

 80=ؾ 

 10= ی 

 30= ل 

 120= فیل 
If weconsidered the count of above numbers in order of the words (head, mouth, feet) based on the Abjad 

accountthen the purposeful word is elephant.  

In the following couplet of YounousKhaibary,based on “Jumul account” the date of death of Jahan Khan has 

brought as a puzzle.    

 چې تر خوله د خان جهان وخته ساه
 (اه)او  (ناله)له خولې نه ځي  (افؽان)د 

(۴ :۲۲۳) 
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 92=6+86= 51+ناله

 92=آه+ ناله 

 1040=92-1132=آه +  ناله –افؽان 

1040 hijry( lunar Year) the date of the death of Jahan Khan.  

 

II. Puzzle analysis 
Based on the analysis if the puzzle has appeared in words thatsolution is based on moving of letters it is said to 

be a puzzle as in the following couplet.  

 پرنامه د مدینې معجزه ګوره
  ونیودین څېرې شوه په منځ کې یې مهچې 

(۴ :۲۲۳) 
If in the above couplet the word ( ma) is analyzed it means (maand  ha)and the word (din دیي ) addbetween them 

so the complete word will be ( Madina)  which is the purpose of the poet.  

Or in the following couplet of Younus 

  مقدم کړهمدحپه ویل اخر د 
 سر د ملک یې کړ په سر باندې کلا

(۴ :۲۲۴) 
 

(h) is the last letter of the word (amdh هدح), if it comes at the beginning of the word then it becomes ( Hamd) and 

if the first letter of the word (malikهلک)which is (m م) comes at the beginning of the world ( hamd) so the name 

of the prophet ( Mohamad) peace be upon him will be made. 

  په میان د صد کې نهاده شي(یکي)چې 
 دیار اسم څنې خېژي خوا نا خواه

(۴ :۲۲۴) 
 

Solution: 

The word (yaki یکی ) based on the Abjad account will be analyzed as:(40)=10=ی+20=ک+10=ی In Abjad account 

the price of the letter( m) is 40 and if it added between the word (sad صد )then it makes the noun (samad ) which 

is the name of our God  (allahtalaJalJalala-ho )  

Another example: 

 الؾ قد چې د خال ټکی په مخ کښېږدي
 په ښایست کې یو په لسه شي احد

 که په دوه خاله شمېره شي ده په صد
(۴ :۲۲۴) 

 
 

In the above triple there is praise of beloved who is tall like letter (aleph) (aleph is the first letter of 

Farsi alphabet). The praiseis that if she put one dot on her face, her beauty ten times increases and if she put two 

dots on her face her beauty hundred times increases. As a puzzle the letter aleph(in Farsiis written as oneا) and 

the priceof thisletter in the Abjadaccount is one. If on the right side of it we put one dot it becomes 10 and if we 

put two dots it becomes hundred in Farsi which shows the measure of beauty. 

In the following couplet of YounusKhaibary the word (Raqiq, which means soft) has come as a puzzle in the 

meaning of the poem.  

 
 کړه له اوله د نرم لېرېه یوه نقط

 له دؼه نه به پیدا شي ستا همرا
(۴ :۲۲۵) 

1=الف   

80= ف   

1000= غ   

1= الف   

 50= ى 

 ــــــــــــــــــــ

1132= افغاى   

50= ى   

1= الف   

30= ل   

 ٍ =5  

 ــــــــــــــــ

86= ًالَ   

1= الف   

 ٍ =5  

6= آٍ   



Puzzles in Khushal Khan Khattak’s poems 

DOI: 10.9790/0661-2105031926                                www.iosrjournals.org                                              24 | Page 

Solution: 

Raqiq means (soft). If one dot is removed from the Farsiword (Raqiq) then(Rafiq) remains which means friend 

or companion. 

Other example 

 
 چې یې ملا په عبادت لکه دال خم وه

 د سکوت مهر په خوله زمری ددین ولاړ
(۱۰ :۲۲) 

 
In the above couplet the letter (aleph ) is removed from the word  (Daal Persian word) just (Del) remains and  

(Miher) is added to that at the beginning of the word which makes (Miherdel), the purpose is the name of 

(miherdel Khan of Mashriqi) 

 

III. Puzzle as change and diacritical form: 
If among of words a word can be translated to other languages and the dot position changes it is called the 

diacritical form of puzzle 

As: 

  پورې شي په مخ د ګلبدنلاسچې 
 له ؼیرته یې خال پرېوځي په لمن

(۲ :۳۰) 
 

In the above couplet the Farsi word (laasلاس)can be changed to Arabic word. The word (laas  in Arabic (لاس 

means (ed ید ). Alsoin the Farsi word (makh هز) we change the position of dot that is we bring the above dot of 

the letter (kh ر) to the bottom which makes in Farsi (maj هج) and if we add (ed ید) to it then the word (majed هجید

)is made which is the purpose of the poet.  

 

IV. Puzzleas change and heart form: 
If the puzzle comes in words that can be translated in other languages and one half of the word need to 

have unlike order of letters in writing (it means that write the letters of the word vice versa or westart the writing 

of that word with the last letter of the word as the first letter, and then the second letter and then 3
rd

 letter which 

was the first letter in the word.). 

As: 

 :لکه
  عکس په تش کور کې څه عزت نه لريمېلمهد 

 چې څښتن مل شي قدر یې ډېر وي نور ذلت نه لري
(۹ :۲۶) 

 
Solution  

The word guest in Arabic is called (zaif ضیف) if its writing becomes vice versa (Fiaz فیض ) is made. And the 

owner of the world in Arabic is (Allah الله)ifthe word (Allah الله ) added to the word (Fiaz فیض ) the noun 

)Fiazullah فیضالله )  is made. In the above couplet HabibullahBarakzai has brought the name of his brother as 

puzzle. 

 

V. Puzzle as heart and scrap form: 
If puzzle came in words that can be solved through vice versa of words, removing of the dots or replace of dots, 

it is called puzzle of heart and scrap. 

 :لکه
  چې یونس واړاوه څڅواکی ځنې پرېوتخم

  ورک شو اسم لوی شه دهؽهمدهوش له هوش
  یو څڅو یکی پرېوتخمله نسکوره 

  لاړ په هؽه ساهوش نه مدهوشله 
(۵ :۲۲۷) 

 
Solution: 

If we make the word of (kham سن) vice versa the word (makh هز) is made. If the dots remove then the word 

(mah هخ) will be formed. If we remove (hosh ُْش)from the word (madhosh  remains and if it  (هدmad) ( هدُْش 

added to (mah هخ ) them the noun (Mohammad هذود ) peace be upon him is made. Poet has brought the name of 

(Mohammad) peace be  upon him as puzzle.  
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Khushal Khan Khattak Biography  

Khushal Khan Khattakwas born in the city of Agora in 1022 HejiraeQamari in the month of Rabilsani. It is 

according to the May or June of the 1613.  His father name was Shahbaz Khan who wasilliteratebut he was the 

Khan of Khattaks . Even though he was  illiterate person but he was so clever.  (26-6). 

 

Example of puzzles In Khushal Khan’s poems: 

 
 د ؼواص د کال وبا     خدای یې مه راوله بیا

(۸ :۳۷۷) 

 1000= غ 

 6= و 
 1= الؾ 
 90= ص 

1000+1+90+6=1097 
This was the year thatthe sickness of choleraappeared surrounding area of his life  

 
 کال حصػ شو وبا ولاړه     هم عسرت کړه راته شا

(۸ :۳۷۷) 

 8= ح 
 90= ص 

 1000=غ 

 ق.هـ1098

In this year cholera has gone from his surrounding area.  

 د دریېمې خور اول کار ؼفو و     ما چې وې په برمنول کې دا اشعار
(۸ :۳۸۸) 

 1000= غ 

 80= ؾ 

 6= و
 ق.هـ1086

This was the year that there were hard fighting andKhybarvally covered with blood and in this fighting two 

member ofKhushal‟s family (Imal khan and Daria khan) were killed  

 
 

 د شوال وروستۍ ورځ کال د ؼفا دی     ما چې د شپېته بیتونه کړل تحریر
(۸ :۳۹۴) 

 1000= غ 

 80= ؾ 

 1= الؾ 
 .ق.هـ1081

This was a year in whichKhoshahal khan Khatta called his sons for the brawls he had.  

 زه چې د ؼعد په کال بندي د اورنګزیب شو
 کور او خېلخانه مې په کې ډېره وه له دمه

(۸ :۴۳۷) 

 1000= غ 

 70= ع 

 4= د 
 .هـ1074

This was the year that Khoshahal khan Khatta was prisoned by Awrangzib in India.  

 د هجرت د کال ؼفو و په حساب کې      په ؼره واوره ورېدلې نېشاني وه
(۸ :۴۳۶) 

 1000= غ 

 80= ؾ 

 6= و 
 ق.هـ1086

This was the years that in the fight of “Ganbat” many people were killed.  

 په دوه کاله د اسهال په رنځ اخته و     ترې خلاس ذوالحجه و د ؼفا
(۸ :۴۹۱) 

 1000=غ 
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 80= ؾ 

 1= الؾ 
 ق.هـ1081

In this year he faced with extreme sickness ofdiarrhea 

 دویم د محرم ورځ د شنبه کال د ؼفج     نه ؼشی وو نه تورې چې مؽولو وکړ بج
(۸ :۴۹۳) 

 1000= غ 

 80= ؾ 

 3= ج 
 ق.هـ1083

 د ؼفا په بوکه پرېوتې په ؼرونو     تر کابله تر اټکه سپینې واورې
(۸ :۵۰۷) 

 1000= غ 

 80= ؾ 

 1= الؾ 
 ق.هـ1081

In this year there was heavy snowing from Kabul to Attack. 

 د نو روز په دولسم     میاشت صفر کال ؼفط و
(۸ :۵۱۷) 

 1000= غ 

 80= ؾ 

 9= ط 
 ق.هـ1089

This was the year offamine of cornand  high it‟s price.   

 کال څه و هفػ و     بیا تحویل د سرطان
(۸ :۵۲۰) 

 5= هـ 
 80= ؾ 

 1000= غ 

 ق.هـ1089

 ترې کم دی (۹)د هجرت زر سل کالونه نه
 چې نړۍ کې مې آؼاز کړل دا اشعار

(۸ :۳۸۴) 

 ق.هـ1091=1100-9
 

VI. Conclusion 
Form the above writings it is find out that I have found many puzzles and secret in Khushal Khan Khattak 

poems which isn‟t worked on it. In the future I want to find and work on other puzzles in his poems and analyze 

them.  
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